
 

Amada Màrquez Simula 
2017 HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR 

 
Every year, we seek to find that one person within our community who has consistently 

shone; someone who puts the needs of others before their own.  We ask the Community to help 
us by submitting nominations for the Citizen of the Year Humanitarian Award. 

 

The only requirement is that those who are nominated live in the City of Columbia Heights. We 
are particularly seeking persons who have not otherwise been publicly recognized.  We review 
all the nominations to determine who has gone above and beyond in our community.  This 
year, we are proud to present this award to Amada Màrquez Simula. 
 
Amada spends a great deal of time volunteering with Heights Next: an informal group for 
Columbia Heights residents who desire to create a more welcoming, vibrant, and sustainable 
community. She is the administrator of the group’s Facebook page, serves on their Community 
Engagement Committee, and organizes and facilitates their monthly meetings. She has assisted 
with the planning of two annual volunteer potluck dinners, with various movie nights, and with 
the Columbia Heights Community Picnic.  She is working with the Farmers Market group to 
become an official non-profit 501c3.  

 

Recently, Amada participated in the spring cleanup day, and she will be participating in the 
Jamboree Parade.  She came up with the idea to have a “Jam Tasting” event as part of the 
Jamboree.  

 

In addition, Amada is also involved with a neighborhood book club, the Community Prayer 
Breakfast, the Columbia Heights Community Education Advisory Council, and Feed My 
Starving Children.   

 

Amada does all of this because of her love for our city, and because of her genuine desire to 
help others and build community.  
 

From all of those who cannot be here tonight to celebrate this honor with her, and from all of 
us here on the City Council and at the City of Columbia Heights, we would like to congratulate 
you on a job well done! 

 

    Congratulations, Amada! 
 
 
 
     Mayor Donna Schmitt 
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